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Before you can carry out your ‘Test pit’ excavation, you need to check your proposed site can be 
excavated legally and without causing damage. Do this by following the points below. 
 

 The best place to dig is usually in your own garden. 
 If you don’t own the land you are proposing to dig, you need the permission of the 

landowner, ideally in writing. 
 In NO circumstances can you dig on the site of a scheduled ancient monument 

(SAM).  
 Check the county HER (Historic Environment Record) to see there are any entries 

that relate to your proposed excavation site (eg if there are known archaeological 
sites or findspots nearby or one the same plot of land). If so, it’s best to ask the 
HER officer whether they consider a dig to be advisable. 

 Do not choose a site which is on open land within an AONB or which is designated 
as an SSSI as it is likely to be protected by law from activities which might damage 
vulnerable natural assets. 

 It’s not advisable to dig on land which is subject to a planning application. 
 Do NOT dig where you may uncover mains services (electricity, gas, water, 

sewage, internet). 
 Do NOT dig near manhole covers, drains or service connections to building. 
 Do NOT dig within 3m of any standing structure or wall. 
 Do NOT dig under tree canopies 
 Do NOT dig on land liable to flood or near rubbish dumps or landfill sites. 
 Do check with the owner whether they know of anything buried on or near the site 

(including pets…) 
 

Finds 
 

 Landowners should ideally be are asked to waive their rights to ownership of finds 
from test pit excavations on their land, but if they don’t wish to do this their wishes 
should be respected.  In most instances, finds will be returned to the landowners if 
such a request is made (or, with landowners’ permission, diggers), but in some 
circumstances (especially those involving Treasure items) this will not be possible.  

 Finds defined as Treasure under the Treasure Act 1996 and 2003 include (a) any 
object more than 300 years old containing gold or silver and (b) any find of two or 
more prehistoric objects made of any sort of metal from the same test pit - such 
finds must be reported to a coroner for the district in which they are found either 
within 14 days. Your local Portable Antiquities Scheme Finds Liaison Officer will be 
able to help with this (http://finds.org.uk/contacts) 

 In the case of items formally designated as Treasure, rewards are not payable to 
anyone engaged on an archaeological excavation or investigation. 


