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MELDRETH  LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2020
New Website Launched!

September saw the launch of  our new-
look website. Over the summer months
the previous one dating from 2011
underwent a complete re-design to give it
a fresher, more up-to-date appearance
and to make it easier to navigate around.
It is also now compatible with a range of
different devices, recognising the
increasing use of  smart phones and
tablets.

The site is divided into two main parts.
Meldreth Today is the place to look for
information on the village as it is now;
the section on Meldreth’s History has
more than 600 pages on the story of  our
village. You can browse the site using the
categories on the home page - the
Village, Buildings, People, Topics, for
example. Or, instead, you can use the
search bar on each page to find the
information you are interested in.

If  you’re a new visitor to our website you
might like to take our First Time Visitor’s
Tour which gives you a flavour of  the
different kinds of  information that we
have on the site. We are a small group of
volunteers keen to record and preserve
the history of  our beautiful South
Cambridgeshire village but there is plenty
more that we need to add. If  you would
like to help us do this please email us
with any ideas or suggestions and why
not add a comment or have a go at
adding a page or pages yourself? You’ll
find a How to Contribute to this Site

section to help you do this. If  you’d like to know more 
information or get access to other resources, please have 
a look at the About us category. At the bottom of  the 
home page you can move between the tabs for latest 
pages, latest comments and latest news. So why not start 
by having a look at the new page on David Piggott, 
Meldreth’s much-loved former station master? We hope 
you enjoy finding your way round. 

Preparing for the launch of  the new website upgrade 
involved a huge amount of  painstaking work. Much of  
this had to be undertaken by Kathryn Betts, supported by 
Joan and Tim Gane. Grateful thanks go to them all and to 
Community Sites for their expert assistance. We would 
like to reiterate our appreciation for the grant Meldreth 
Parish Council made which helped meet part of  the costs. 
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MLHG Committee Members
Chair/membership sec.           Joan Gane (01763) 260129
Secretary            Gloria Willers
Treasurer            Bruce Huett (01763) 232855
Publicity officer            John Crawforth (01763) 262848
Webmaster            Kathryn Betts (01763) 268428
Other members           Ann Rogers, Linda Clarke

Group Merchandise 
A range of  group merchandise can be 
viewed online. Our packs of  8 notelets 
with four different pictures of  Meldreth 
are a great way to keep in touch with 
family and friends, especially just now. 

Business not as usual 

Inevitably, the normal running of  our group has been 
seriously disrupted by the Coronavirus pandemic. We have 
not been able to meet for our regular Monday sessions nor 
hold the usual coffee mornings when we look forward to 
joining together with our friends and supporters. Nor could 
our AGM take place though all committee members have 
agreed to stay on for the time being. 

Funding our Future 

We had planned a major fund-raising talk in mid-May on the 
finds at Sutton Hoo but that, too, had to be cancelled. The 
cost of  upgrading our website has been substantial and we do 
need to think very seriously about how we can raise more 
funds in future. If  you have any ideas about things we 
might do or would consider making a donation to help 
our work to continue we would be delighted to hear 
from you. You’ll find information in this newsletter about 
some of  the merchandise we have available and there are 
more details on our new website.  

Other Meldreth News 

Two of  our committee members, Joan Gane and Ann 
Rogers, appeared on the Radio Cambridgeshire mid-morning 
show on 7th September when they were interviewed by 
Jeremy Sallis in the ‘Where Do they Live?’ series - Meldreth, 
of  course! 

Congratulations to Meldreth Primary School which was 110 
years old in April (though, unfortunately, the planned 
celebrations  couldn’t go ahead). 

For further news of  Meldreth you can now view colour 
copies of  Meldreth Matters, our village magazine online at: 
https://issuu.com/meldrethmatters. 

Sadly, a loyal follower, Janice Turrell (née Thurley), died 
recently and we send condolences to her family and friends. 

Follow us on Facebook
Our Facebook page now has 

over 500 followers. View our 
page at facebook.com/
meldrethhistory where we share a 
post every Thursday on an aspect 
of Meldreth’s history.

Sharing our Information 

A number of  people make contact with 
us when researching Meldreth families 
and places. We’ve shared information 
recently with: the Jarman family (re 
Meldreth Brewery); the Coningsby/Pyke 
family; the John Newton Project 
www.johnnewton.org ; the Preston Hale 
family; the King family and someone 
researching the Moxon family (who 
have links to the Mead, Pepper and 
Hinkins families). 
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