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| RUN OVER BY TRUCK.

Meldreth Boy's Fatal Attempt
| “To Get a Ride.”

INQUEST AT ADDENBROOKE'S.

A sad story of an adventuresome boy’s deatl:

was related to the Borough Coromer (Mr. H.

Saunders French), at an inguest at A.;den-
brookes” on Monday night, on Harold Rrg;nfsld
Croxzll. the eight-year-old son of a widow living
at Meldroth. The lad died in the Ilospital
from injuries sustained through beiag Tun over
on the British Saxon Cement Company’s rail-
way at Meldreth. :

Mr. H. E. King waiched the proceedings on
behalf of the Bnush Saxon Cement Uowpany.

AMrs. Croxall, mother of the deceasad, said
that on Friday morning last her son went to
logk for a hen mqgo:za:f wmissed. Shortly after
the boy left the s8, witbess heard 3 cory.
and later found that her boy had been run over.
He had been taken to the Hospital. where he
died from his ipjuries. There was a light
railway line near to witnesses house, and it
was quite open. There was no public way across
the part where the boy was run over.

In answer 10 Mr King. witness said there was
a fenee and a hedge arcund her house.

Mabel Maud Croxall (14), sister of the de
ceased, said she was staving with her mother
at home on the Friday. Igmld went to look for
| » hen, and witness went to look for Harold. She
found him with a nan samed King, and witness
and Harold went together in search of the hen.
Witness walked about nine yards in front of her
| brother. Suddenly witness heard her brother

shout, “ Maundie, Maudie, come here, 1 want
you.” WWitness &t once ran to where her brother
was lying.near the railway line. Tlo had leen
knocked down by 2 truck. Witness saw the
truck go by. There was no ope with it, and 1t
was from Meldreth Station tn the Cement
\\’orf-s. Witness did not hear anyoue shout, nor
did =he hear the noise of the truck.
| John King, a Meldreth labourer, aaid he heard
someone shout, “ Look out, there’s a truck com-
{ing.” Witness afterwards heard there had bheen

—

Croxall had been knocked down by a truck. At
| the side of the railvay track there was four feet

of way LTASS.
answer to the Foreman, witness said the
children plaved about the line, and often at-

temptad 1o get on to moving trucks. It was just
possible the boy was attempting 10 get on to the
truck. The place where accident happened
was private.

Mr Kino aaid that witnass snemed 1o give the

| an accident. and ke found that the little lad | ~

was private. .

Mr. King said that witness scemed to give the
im on that the footpath a: the side was
public. It was strictly private. There was a
public fooipath further away. )

Samuel Waldock, a labourer. of High-street,

 Meldreth, said he received instructions to take|

two trucks from Meldreth Siation to the

Cement Works. When nearing a declive, wit-|

g B ey Ahoati 108 as08 Tiom the
n gZo. was ut 1 s the
level crossing. Witness went down the line, and
feund the litzle boy Iying vear the metals. He
had been rTun owver the truck, which had

stopped. Witness said, “ How came you to do|

1t, sonuy? "’ The lad replied, “ 1 was txyinito
get on, to ride.” Witness believed the ad
tried to ride on the brake, and his legs been
caught by the back wheels. 1t was a practice of
boys 1o ride on the meving trucks. Witness
' ocould not see down the line from where he re-
leased the truck 10 where the accident hap-

George Disberry, caretaker at the Cement
Works, said the Jength of the line was a mile
and a half. It was all private, and there hed
never been an aecident on the line before. Wit~

ness said the children were « great trouble.
. Dr. Brash house surgeen &t Addenbrooke’s,
said the boy was admitied on iday merning.
' Both his legs were broken, and he was in a state
of collapse. Restoratives were ini '
and later the boy’s 1 woere amputated. The
lad. however, died an hour later, from shock.

Tus Corener said there was no doubt the hoy |

'met los death when attempling 10 have a ride
on the moving trock. It might appear to some
of them that there ought to have been some
 more protection with regard to the trucks, but
there had been a ceriain amount of precaution.

The shunter gave & warning, and this was cor-

woberated by the other witness. The whole of

28 by Jan e trespasetug. He.{tho Caroner

e boy ha 3 E- the Coroner
did not 1think there was bh.me.sofa.ruheoonl&
seo. attaching 1o anyene.

‘ e Jury, in returuing a verdiot of “ Acci-
dental death,” added a rider that there should
Us a man censizuily in atlendance on the mov-
ing trocks, and no truck should be let go by
iteelf. A man should be there to apply a brake.
~ Mr. King said the j
m;.'eyed to ihe British Portland Cement Com-

. The To desired through Mr. King

1o express their sorrow at the sad tragedy. The

Eo:yper and jury also expressed their sympathy.
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’s suggestion would b= |
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